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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and lilt at ali I meet: 

Tonly wear it in a land of Hecturs, 

Thicves, supercargoes, skharpers, aud directors.—Porg. 


—JU0000—— 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
=a 
TO WALTER FAWKES, ESQ. 


SINGULAR DELAY OF THE YORK MEETING—IfsS MIS- 
CHLEVOUS &FFECTSMIRELAND A WARNING TO ENGe 
LAND. 

SIR, 

It appears to me, that the County of York, in spite of 
ai. your laudable endeavours to imbue it with something worthy 
of iis former reputation, seems likely to be delivered at last of 
a mouse,—merely of a mouse,—and a mouse, too of the most 
insignificant description. ‘The labour has been as difficult as 
the labour of the mountain ; and fromt hat I fear we may antici- 
pate a similar result. What secreé power is at work to paralyze 
those exertions which are only valuable when they are prompt, 
and energetic. What dead weight is hanging round the necks 
of the Reformers? Ina most energetic address, you, Sir, call- 
ed upon the county, in August last, to bestir itself. Your voice 
awakened the sleepers. They met you, on your appointment, 


Vou 1X, No. 2l. 











\ : ‘ ’ ' we ee PP eS . _ 4 satonli 
Mb aymbers ikat chewed the county was aisposed to exert ifsell, 
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have done all that has been dene at the second. A requisition 
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York affected to take the lead, the other connties would naturally 
wait until they saw what example the freeholders of York would 
set them. Now, if the requisitions, which might be signed in a 
week by many thousands, if only presented for signatures at 
the market-tables throughout tha county, are to be kept in the 
hands of the committee until January, we may conclude that a 
sheriff, known to be of hostile politics, would not be in any 
hurry to fix an early time of meeting; and if the committee 
were to be more urgent upon the subject than the tardiness of 
their prescat movements would authorise us to expect, he 
might very naturally reply —“ Wiry gentlemen, why this hurry 
‘now? You have been siv months in preparing the preliminary 
“ measures, and in obtaining the requisitions—surely [may be 
“allowed to take a few weeks to consider of the propricty 
“of that which it has taken you six months to determine 
* upon proceeding with.” Then if he were to fix March for 
the county meeting, which it is probable le would, the parlia- 


been some weeks assembled—the first 


ment would heave 
Uflicuiies of the session would have been overcome by 
the ministry, without any couufy remousfrances against 
the system, or in favour of Reform, since the rest of the coun- 
ties would be all waiting for the splendid example which York- 


shire was to set them: and the Sessions would be over, or all 


the leading measures of the Miustry carried before the example 
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try was disposed to adont if. 

Do you nat-cee, Sir, that to produce apy citvet, the remon- 
sirances of the whole country shoald Rave met the Mivister the 
first moment he entered the House of Commons? — EP concluded 
tnat this was the course intended, woen vour Address appeares: 
The most whinsical Sessions of Parliament England had ever 
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quiry in a gencral remonstrance against a bad system, every 
hour beconiing worse ; and in a general demand for that essential 
Reform which could alone regenerate the realm. There was 
time enough for this. Four er five months well employed in a 
vigorous eppeal to the reason of the people, would have pro- 
duced this result. Your sentiments might have been re-echoed 
from every corner. Every county, every town, almost every 
village, would have preclaimed them. If it had been advisable 
to have delayed the York County Meeting, this effect might 
have been produced, thongh not in so effectual a manner, by a 
spirited’ address ou the part of those who were assembled as the 
represeniatives of the Yorkshire freeholders. Much of the 
time is now lost. Efit be persisted in, not to present the requi- 
silions to the Sheriff before January, according to the plan now 
laid down, aff the time for useful exertion in that mode will 
have been wasted :—and Yorkshire, acting alone, will be no 
more regarded than Old Sarum, [ft is in this mode that all the 
movements of the Reformers are rendered nugatory, Either 
they are ill-timed, or they are timidly managed. Our enemies 
see that there is no general diking for real opposition; anid it 
is not without reason that the Duke of Wellington said that 
County Meetings were only farces, at which what was said was 
neither meant by the speakers, nor believed by the hearers. | 
was In hopes that Yorlishire would have redeemed the character 
of County Meetings from this imputation :—but I begin to fear 
that we shall have another display of apparent strength, but of 
real weakness, in the hesitation of the leaders, and the natural 
suspicion of the people, wien they see fear and retiring on the 
part of those who ought to know no fear in fighting the battles 
of the people, nor ever shrink from the contest, when the people 
are ready to advance, and second them. 

A public meeting was as requisite in August, as it is now, or 
as it will be in January,or March. No course of events can alter 
the nature of the system, nor reconcile it to the friends of re- 


form. No personal character in its agents, no accession of 
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iatent, can remove its baneful effects: —and 4 nest oppos ition 
toit ought never to be lulled into any forbearance towards it. 
It should never be trusted for an hour ; but an incessant hos. 
tility levelled at it, by every honest bosom, ‘To give it time 
to breathe, or to recruit its strength, is treason to the only true 
interests of the country; and it is provoking beyond measure, 
that the freeholders of Yorkshire should, by public advertise- 
ment, give corruption six or nine months notice to put on its 
armour, and prepare for the attack. It cannot, Sir, be to 
your account, that the delay is to be placed. ‘The motives 
which prompted you to come forward so nobly, must have tn- 
fluenced you to wish for an early opportunity of putting your 
piinciples into vractice :—and yeu must have feit with regret 
that there wasa power capable of affording such a respite? 
But, surely, we may know whiat reasons, and whose counetls, 
produced a delay which must be fatal to your leading object, 

i have ever believed a feigned opposition to the system to 
lave been the great secret of its continuance to oppress and 
spoil the nation, Were the opposition real, it would show 
itselfin more than words:—and I very much wish the public 
could be put in possession of the secret causes which prevent 
the nominal opposition from effectually upposing what they so 
vehemently condemn, uponall public occasions. IT can readily 
comprehend the nature of a complaisanee, which | sill think 
destructive of that manly feeling which is requisite in every eause, 
to deserve, and to obtain success ; but I have never been able 
to fathom the mystery, which induces men of great influence, 
and large pecuniary stake in the country, to acquiesce so calmly 
and mildly in a system, which they do not hesitate to procigim 
is hastening the nation to inevitable destruction! Did they 
believe this, as I do, would they sit so quietly in their arm 
chairs, by their fire sides, and drink their wine with so much: 
indiflerence ? Would it be possible they should be so careless 
of their own interests, as ‘0 take no steps for their Own salva- 


lion, for the redemption of the land, and the welfare of theig 
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posterity? Tf a man were to put lis head out of h’s windows, 
and tell the bye-standers that his house was on fire, and he 
was Guile convinced that ina short period it would tumble 
about his ears; andthen immediately order dinner to be served 
up as if nothing were the imatter, the people would enevitaby 
conclude that he was mad, or that he had told them what he 
knew to be a falsehood, If it were true, they would expect any 
one in lis senses to leave his dinner to its fate, while he took all 
means in his power to extinguish the fire!—Yet it is in this 
manner the opposition, ordinarily so called, plays with the 
people, on the subject of the national affairs. This conduct 
ij unworthy of MEN, and particularly of men who affect to wish 
to lead others. It was intelligible enough, in the days 
of faction; but it is now as ridicuious as it is mysterious :— 
for like other mysteries tt has grown out of fashion, and has be 
come useless to the professors. When mere clamour about 
principle and high sounding pretensions to patriotisin, were 
ihe realy roads to office, the pretence of opposition was 
intellivible. If was meant to dedude, and the delusion was 
Gften successful, ‘The Whig ery for ages, translated into plain 
fiavlish, was put out the ‘iories, who want to enslave and 

“plunder you; and putus in who wil easlave and) plunder 
* you in a much more agreeable manner.’ ‘The two faction 
had a common object; and the people, though they were not 
ia the secret, had ns to cliuse between avowed enemies, and 


» 


inerely professing friends. To be agreeably deceived is onc 
of the infirmities of our nature; and the Whigs were always 
preferred by the people, and forced into power whenever po- 
pular opinion could awe the monareli of the day tuto obedience 
to the wish of the nation. Butso bada return have the Whigs 
hitherto made for this natural preterence, that they may make 
the same professions as their ancestors did, and re-echo them 
with the lungs of so many Stentors, without producing any 
effect by their words ; rEEDs, and decds ONLY, will interest the 


ootple now—and, seeing this, as the Whigs mustsee it they should 
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either for vO their meulh-war Upou the syste ii, OF bring theu 


‘migarts, and ther heads, into a real and «feetual opposition, 


Phis the Reformers were in hopes the Wilizs of Yorkshire 
were about to do _ that they would no boon ge 4 aT icile spectators 


and passive agents, ofthe ruin which they foresaw and pres 


dicted—that they were coming forward to join the ranks 
of the people from which they had so long kept aloof 
—and that they had at last, though somewhat of the latest 
determined not to be ruined, if their own mauly exertions could 
save them. ‘The country thooght it perceived some prospect 
of the revival of the spirit which distiuguished country gentie- 
men in England, before the patronage of the Exeise and 
Custom Houses were employed to buy up that independence 
wiieh taught venal ministers to tremble at the bar of public 
opinion. A faint gleam of the brightness of former days 
was visible in the distant horizon. ‘The hirelings of Chure! 
and State began to fear that it would encrease, and rival the 
lustre of the meridian sun—Dut it has suddenly vanished, and 
all again seems darkness. Were tie public deceived, Sir? 
Was it no spark from the pure and holy flame of patriotism — 
but a mere will-o’-the-whisp—a mere exhaliation from the stag 
nant spirit of the county? LT would still hope that it was the. 
former; and that, although the lett is clouded, if wiil again 
break forth——but I know the consequeuces of delay, aud inde- 
cision. [| know that time fost can never be regained :—-I] am 
aware that the system is progressively crushing the spirit of all 
ranks, as it exhausts their means; and that if not checked, 
while there remains 2 moral force in the nation, it will ultimately 
reduce England to the condition of Treland, where it has pro- 
duced misery that beggars ali power of description, and wretchi- 
edness that language lias no power to pourtray, ior the feelings 
of those who have not witnessed it, the power to appreciate’ 
Two specimeus of the condition of that country are now 
lye belore me, Wineh Lam iadueced to transertibe. ‘Phrey miay 


oth Bnd occasional parallel, in England, even now—Dut in 
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Ireland they are every day occurrences—and as we are travelling 
the same road, it may not be amiss to keep the termination of our 
journey before us. The Irish have reached the goal—they 
have no encrease of miseryto apprehend. Bankrupt as a nation, 
extinct as a people, degraded as men, and the most destitute of 
all animals, they have nothing to fear—and what is still worse, 
from the effects of the general extinction of public spirit, they 
have as little to hope. But I detain you from a picture that 
every Englishman, aud every Scotchman, should hold con- 
stantly before his eyes ; that he may know, at least, when his 
misery can receive no farther aggravation. The Southern 
Reporter gives us the following instance of what it calls, 
humanity in Treland,” in a letter dated, “ Bandon, Lept. 2 8th, 
1822:—” 

“‘ Sir,—Yesterday I visited a small farm, about five miles 
seaward of this town; and when I arrived, the landlord wag 
in the act of distraining the ground for rest, The tenant did 
not owe more than what is called a bell-gale, though he had 
held the farm for the last forty years. He and his family were 
reckoned the most industrious, as well as the honestest people 
in the parish! He remonstrated with the landlord; promised, 
implored, and prayed that he would not ruin him—but to no 
effect. Hfe was deaf as an adder to his entreaties. tle seized 
all his corn; put keepers on his potatoes, with strict injunctions 
not to allow a single meal of those to be dug ; and drove off all 
his cattle. The tenant then besought him not to take a wretched 
cow, that still had a little oulk, that he might have some sort 
of drink for his wife, who lay in the might before. This was 
refused! Ample security was offered by a bye-stander, that 
the cow should be forth-coming when demanded :—but, no, it 
would not do! One drop of milk to moisten the parched lips 
of a wretched woman in child-bed, was refused! Tih: ught 
obduracy could go no further, but [was mistaken. The children 
ran out, begged the landlord—not for the cow—that was out 


ofthe cuestion:-—not for the potatoes, for that they should be 
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denied them, exceeded their comprehension: —but holding him 
by the skirts, they implored him that a little goat, their play 
fellow should be left them—but No! his rapacity had stomach 
enough for them all.” 

After this passing glance at the condition of the governed in 
that unhappy country, let us take a peep at one of its governors; 
and we shall find an easy solution of the cause of such horrible 
effects. Whenthe health of Sheriff Thorpe, of the Dublin Cor- 
poration was drank recently at a Sherifis’ dinner, he returned, 
thanks in a speech,which is thus reported in Freeman’s Journal.- 

“ He felt ata loss for words to express his feelings at the 
enthusiasm which received his health! We was resolved upon 
to adhere to the same principles which regulated his conduc, 
through life. It was his wish to obey the wishes and submit to 
the DICTATION of the persons who »ut him in office. Mis 
oath obliged him for to endeavour to discharge his duty impar- 
tially, without regard to sect or party; and (said the eloqueny 
gentleman in conclusion) I hope when I transmit this office 
from my hands, I will put it into the hands of persons unsul- 
Jened aud untarnished, who wii: discharge the duties of it more 
dignified than me. Gentlemen, if I cannot command success; 
I will at least endeavour for to deserve it. I was born amongst 
you, I have lived amongst you, and I hope for ever to die 
amongst you.” And sitting down amidst the most boisterous 
applause, he rose again to complete his harangue, by proposing 
* the glorious, pious, and immortal memory of William III.” 

Pope asks—“ What are the priests, when monkeys are the 
“ Gods?” We need not ask what the people are, when such 
things as this Sheriff are found competent to aid in the govern- 
ment ofthem. And shall England be reduced to this condition, 
Shall— 

*¢ All our herces, ali our patriots gone, 
** The sun of Britain set to rise no more ?” 

Forbid it, all that is generous ard manly--all that is spunted 
and patriotic. On you, Sir, as the first mover of the county, 
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we yet rely for somethme wortiiy of the freeholders, and of 
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You will find them the same mea that you found thei ia the’ 
Castle Yard, in i819; when the mighty avenver of the insulted 
whiskers, Lord Grantham, endeavoured in vain to induce th 

Tories of the county to make a stand against the condemnation 
of the Manchester Massacre. Give them principles round whieh 
they can rally, and an object worthy of their devotion; ana it 
not a single Whig could be found to accompany you to th 
hustings, you would find a host of disiaterested supporters, wii 
would bear you triumphant over all opposition. Do not 
hesitate then, do not pause:—but throwing aside all considera- 
tions, but those which the state of the country demands, pro- 
ceed to consolidate the admiration you have excited, and the 
popularity you possess. The path to true glory, and to ai 
endless reputation fies before you. The spirits of Hampden, 
Sidney, and Marvell prompt you to an unitation of their deve- 
lion to their country :--and that your memory may be handed 
down with theirs to posterity, grateful for the moot essential 


services, Is the carnest wish of 
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JUDGE-MADE LAW. 


Mr. Wuddinaten.—Is what your Lordship SaduUSs, | aS | ? 


herd Chief Justice —1i this place, what [say must be lance 

One of the Jurors asked, whether a book denytug the divinity of 
Saviour, was Or was not a jibel, in the eyes cf the | he wool 
this mnformation for the satisfaction of his own couscicnee, 

Lord Chief Justice. —There can be no doubt, gentlemen, that any 
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To the Right Lonowrable the Lord Chief Justice of the 


Court of King’s Bench. 
My Lord ' 
4¥ y b.0i ai, 


‘* Christianity isa part of the law of the land.” 

‘ The doctrine of the Divinity of Christ isa part of Christianity: 
therefore any book denying the Divinity of Christ is a libel on 
the law of the land.” 

Phis, my Lord, is the luminous and vigorously constructed 
syllogism, which your Lordship is reported to have applied, 
with all the iugenuliv of a polemical casuist, familiar with the 
scruples and sensibilities of couscience, to the interesting mental 
perplexities of a jurymanu, wlio, upon a recent trial, appears to 
have formed a more painful appreciation of the responsibility 
which fits situation attached to him, than his brethren; and to 
have been anxious to release his mind from the labour of incon- 
clusive deliberation, by surrendering his judgment to a proposi- 
tion, formed by authority, and peremptorily and decisive as an 
axiom. Hf it be true, that the regulations by which the conduct 
understanding of the jurymen are required to be directed, com- 
pel them to takewhatyour lordship says on the bench as law, there 
can be no doubt but that your Lordship’s antecedent declara- 
lion, operating in aid of your Lordship’s logic, acquired for your 
Lordship the most complete and agreeable ascendancy over the 
conscientious juryinan’s mind:—that his doubts were silenced, 
his scruples adjusted, his misgivings steadied, his perturbation 
allayed: and that he carried with him to the consideration of 
averdict, emotions of such calin, such pure, such exhilirating 
complacency; a disposition so delightfully tempered and mel- 
lowed for acquiescence, and so sensitive even to the improbabi- 
lity of opposition: so lefty and specious a feeling of moral and 
religious satisfaction, arising out of the dignity and rectitude of 
his previous conflict ;—that in all probability he never perforni- 
ed an actof imagined and apparent virtue, with half the ala- 
erity that he liberated himself from the obligation of his oath, 
by coinciding with his less scrupulous, and therefore less happy 
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Lord, by a prompt and well-timed display of your Lordship’s 
metaphysical learning and ingenuity, and a dignitied and provi- 
dent use of that delegated authority by which your Lordship 
is enabled is create law, in all emergent cases; your Lerdship 
happily extends alleviation to the anxieties of a jury, secures 
by rendering inevitable a wnani nity of opinion within it, and 
occasions the discharge of its important, aud otherwise difficult, 
functions, to be both easy and agreeable to the individuals of 
which it is composed. 

For the truly dignified andawfully responsible situation in 
whicn the government of the couatry has placed your Lordship, 
I beg to assure your Lordship that [ entertain the deepest and 
most profound veneration. When I allow my mind to traverse 
the widely extended sphere of its functions, when I endeavour 
lo raise a speculative estimate of the variety and magnitude of 
its requisitions, both upon inteliect and morality, upon the mind 
and the heart; [ am overpowered by the strength and magni- 
ficence of the conception; and with diihculty suppress the 
anxious enquiry, where shall the man be found who is “ iit for 
these things.” It appears to my enthusiastic imagination, my 
Lord, to require the perfection of human wisdom and virtue. 
As I have never yet had the honour of appearing in your Lord- 
ship‘s court, either in the character of a juryman, or in that of 
a defendant, I cannot with saf:ty place the character of your 
Lordship, at any measured distance from the ‘f beau ideal” 
upon which my reverence is bestowed ; but there are several of 
your Lor.iship’s brethren upon the bench, who certainly exhibit 
no more resemblance to it than “ a Satyr” does to“ Hyperion.” 
The youth, and the earlier aud less active friends of your Lord- 
ship’s manhood, ought to have been, and may perhaps have 
been devoted to the acquisition of knowledge, and the attain- 
ment of these distinguishing virtues, which ougit to shine like 
stars of the first magnitude and bniliancy, in the situation to 
which your Lordship has been exalted. Your Lordship inay 
perhaps be deeply read in theology swell acquainted with the 
rise, progress, corruption, aud purification of Christianity : you * 
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Lordship may be a profound logician, a subtle mathematician ; 
— well skilled in science and philosophy :—an accurate historian 
and a sound lawyer as the phrase is:—whether your Lordship 
is In possession of these acquisitions or not, they appear to be 
essential to an official discharge of your Lordship’s high duties. 

Cherishing with enthustasm this very comprehensive and dig- 
nified view of your Lordship’s situation, I cannot refrain from 
publicly declaring to your Lordship, that I was overwhelmed 
with pain and astonishment, when I read the report of your 
Lordship’s conduct upon the very important trial from which 
the subject of this correspondence is drawn:—a trial pecu- 
liarly and especially calculated to call forth a display of the 
most essential and imposing attributes of the judicial character- 
The defendant, destitute of the assistance, either of literature 
or law; unacquainted with the subtle technicalitics which regu- 
late the admission and the application of evidence; had nothing 
to support, or to guide him, but dauntless intrepidity, strong 
natural sense, and the most justifiable hostility against his pro- 
secutors. He had, therefore, resistless claims upon your Lord- 
ship for protection, kindness, and assistance, How did your 


Lordship meet those claims? [Gy insinuating to his prosecu- 


guage so pointed and unquaiified, as to amount almost ro an 
explicit declaration, that the unfortunate defendant was IN- 
SANE. Was this conduct, my Lord, humane, impartial, or 
Teconcileable to the coarsest maxiins of equity? Instead of 
finding in his Judge a protector of almost parental vigilance ; he 
finds in him an opponent who would deprive him, by a strata- 
gem, of his right to a TartaL BY Jury! Do you not think, my 
Lord, that the nerves of the defendant must have been greatly 
agitated by the novelty of his situation :—and that if he entered 
your Lordship’s Court with any settled, and methodical plan 
of defence, it must have required more than ordinary self-pos- 
session to lave preserved it from disconcertion? But when 
your Lordship pronounced him insane, and recommended to 
the prosecutors counsel the adoption of “ another course,” all 
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wilhh youl Lordship is to establish both by his toric al evidence, 
and argument, the negative of your Lor Ishi ip’ S proposition. 
Christianity is nof, never was, and never can become a “ part 
of the law” of this, or of any other land. It is absolutely 
mpossible, Religion, mv Lord, can no more be a national 
establishment, than conscience. To term religion national, Is 
2 give it either an insignificant, or a ri idiculeus : appellation. Is 

tas judges of its truth, or of its aptitude to form good subjects, 
that the legislature has made Christianity constitutional e ota 
the first place, though some truths be merely national, moral 
truths are universal: secondly is it possible that the public 
welfare should be promoted by binding the consciences with 
the fetters of legal regulations? Laws can only unite men in 
points where there is a common contact : they can, therefore, 
properly act only on what may be termed the surface of their 
existence. By private opinion. and by conscience, they still 
remain isolated; fo associations can deprive them of these 
monitors, Asnothing cen, or ought to be mgs onaiim the em- 
pire, but institutions ‘establishe: ° ts produce y peliteal effects ; 
and religion, being no other than a correspondence of thie 
mind with the universal spirit; !t is impossible that this cor- 
respondence can admit of any civil or legal form. Christianity 
is more partic ularly, by its “very essence, exempt from every 
system of local le: sislation, God never created this luminary to 
lend forms and tints to the social organization of any country: 
but he has placed it ta the centre of the universe, to be the 
point of unteu by the exercive of universal benevolence. 

With thése ceneral observations my Lord, I shall close this 
letter :-—and in my next shall proc eed to a particular investiga- 
tion of your Lordship’s proposition, and to a more immediate 
and direct consideration of - subject. 

i ivi, Bry Lord, 
Your Lordshi hip’s obedient servant, 
THOMAS LUMRY. 
9 Faurhadl Walk, Lambeth. 
New. 5, $23. 


Qunaws-seee —_ meatal — . —_ ~ — — a . ~- 


TO THE EDITOR 
Belton, Nev. 14, 1822 
Siy, 
Enclosed is 3/. 13s. 6.1. the amount ofa supscription, the 


creater part of which was raised at the dinner for the celebra- 
tion of Mr. Hunt’s liberation, which you will place to the 
ereditof Mr. W. G, Lewis, I much regret that it is not larger, 
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but confident that those who have contributed have done as 
much as circumstances would perm:t, we have only to lament 
that others did not come forward to assist in liquidating one of 
the most iniquitous fines that disgiaces the age and country ia 
which we live. It is indeed lamentable, that men, upright 
honest men, men exerting themselves to free an enslaved peo- 
ple, to destroy the most baneful tyranny that ever disgraced a 
country assuming to itself the tecins civ! lized and free, should, 

ple, should in the prosecution of their noble undertaking, have 
their prospects in life blasted, theirdomestic comforts destroyed, 

their property confiscated, and their persons immured in loath- 
some dungeons —but it is much more lamentable when thus 
situated by the acts of those who profit by corruption, that the 
people for whom they are suffering should feel indifferent to 
their wants, and shew a tardiness in affording relief. We 
trust, however, for the credit of reformers, that their future 
conduct will not lay them open to any charges of this nature, 

and that it will be sutticient to call forth the active Sy mpathies 
of the human mind, to know that there is one suffering in the 
cause of public justice. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, ou behaif of the Subscribers, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 


JAMES BROWN. 


We have also to acknowledge the receipt of 51, from 
the Reformers of York. 


TO THE EDITOR. 
SIR, 

Inclosed is a £20 Bank of England bill, being the 
amount of a subscription in Todmorden and its vicin ity, whieh 
you will please acknowledge in your Gazette and Dwarf, and 
forward as follows, viz :— £. 8. a. 

To Henry Hunt, Esq. towards defraying the ex- 
pences of the York Trial and Ichester Gaol 


Examination , ; . . & 0 0 

To Mr. W. Greatlieed Lewis, towards paying his 
fine ; ; ,; + 6 @ 
To Mr. W atson of Durham Ri . 8 es 

To Mr. Harrison of Stockport (in Chester 
Gaol) ‘ , , ‘ . 2 0 0 
To Mr. Swann , ‘ . (do) 3 0 O 
To Mr, Carlisle ; , - 2 086 
£20 0 O 
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MODERN CHARITY. 

There is nothing so amiable as charity :—and nothing which 
ought to be more esteemed, except the want of any necessity 
for its exercise. In London, nothing isso much talked of as its 
charitable institutions; and they are numerous, no doubt ; but 
the philosophic philantrophist would be more happy to see the 
removal of the distress that renders them necessary, since they 
cannot remedy the extent of the evil that they mitigate. Cha- 
rity schools, for instance, are very excellent things :—but 
they can only accommodate a very limited number; and 
what is still worse, those who obtain admission are not, 
in general, the most in want of the instruction, and the 
advantages which they afford. Then there is the degrading 
badge of being educated by charity. If men should not be 
paupers, children should not be educated by charity, if it could 
be avoided. We do not, however, wish to see the present 
institutions destroyed. In the present state of society they are 
requisite to mitigate, in some degree, what they cannot remedy; 
and as they do some good, they ought to be encouraged until 
they are no longer necessary. But it is truly whimsical to 
perceive the cunning which the managers of charities use to 
render the education they bestow subservient to the purpose of 
perpetuating “ things us they are.” We have before us a 
specimen of what Lord Byron would call the cant of the age in 
a hymn appointed to be sung on the 10th inst. by the charity 
children of Tower Ward, which has not much mended its po- 
litics since it was deserted by Sir William Curtis, After an ap- 
peal to the great author of countless worlds, to regard auspt- 
ciously their infant praise, they are taught to say:— 

‘¢ Thy gracious hands to different runks, 
Hath different tasks assign’d ; 


‘Tis our’s to tread the lowly paths, 
And bear a nUMBLe MIND, 


VoL LX, No. 21. 
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if “ 'Tis our’s with industry and care, 
To earn our daily food ; 

We are not likcly to be great! 
But surely may be good. 


& 


a“ 


** Labour will swecten plain rcpast, 
And peace will give us rest ; 

But ’tis thy favour crowns the whole, 
And makes our station blest. 


Sa eT eae 
ed = 


ae a Few hare m 


i paren: 
ad 


‘+ When thus we work, when thus we live, 

a4 Our patrons will rejoice, 

i To see the poor to knowledge brought, 
And making GOD their choice.” 


i This is as pretty a specimen of the mode of inculcating the 
Fie “ prostration of understanding,” in which the Archbishop of 
* Canterbury so much delights, as could be given. How beauti- 
| ; | fully a parody of this hymn, composed for the higher classes, 
a would sound, if set to music by Walsh, and performed at some 
| f fashionable church, or at the chapel royal. We have a great 
| } mind to oblige them with one, notwithstanding their objections 


to parodies. They may perhaps like one that may suit them- 
selves ;—so, by their leaves, here it is :— 


** Our gracious lord * to different ranks, 
Has diffcrent tasks assign’d ; 

Tis ours to tread the royalt path, 
And bear a haughty mind! 


Without industry, or care, 
We taket our daily meat ; 

For though we aim not to be good, 
Yet all allow us ercat ||— 


Let others labour, while we feast, 
Their toil shall give us rest: 





a ® As the partics are changed, of course the object of adurativn 
a must he also. 

+ Or noble, as the case may be. 

+ Occasionally this might be sung, ‘* stead our daily food.”’ 


§ Great—what—is left indefinitely to suit all occasions. 
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This G 
And makes our station blest! 


’s favour crowns the whule, 





While thus we feast, while thus we sing, 
How can we but rejoice, 

To see the poor so finely taught, 
To play the slave by choice ?” 


The two hymns should have been the work of the same 
hand; for the sentiments that inspired the former, would natu- 
rally dictate the latter. Nothing is more baneful to human 
happiness, than to teach that industry is a virtue only suited to 
the poor. Nature has destined none to tread the “ lowly 
“ paths.” She bas endowed all her sons with faculties to 
“ climb the mountain, and to stem the wave :”—and ip contra- 
diction to this theory of slaves, the “* lowly paths” have al- 
ways supplied the most daring adventurers in all the paths of 
science, and all the fields of glory. Even Charity-schools 
have supplied greater men than palaces ever furnished ; (with 
one or two British exceptions)—but it was probably before i, 
was discovered that “‘ low/y minds” were necessary to: keep 
little men in high plaees. It was once customary in our 
schools, to think emulation the great principle of action; and 
the greatest and noblest examples were constantly held up 
to excite a desire to imitate their virtues. But that was when 
men had no fear of being eclipsed by children. ‘The “ lowly 
** mind” is always the wish of despotism, aud the desire of ig- 
norance ip authority. Yet why are the children made to say, 
or sing, that they are ‘ not likely to be great?” Are we not 
continually boasting, that the road to greatness is open to alé 
ranks in England? Nay, has not Lord Sidmouth climbed 
up to greatness (God help us!) from the threshold of an 
apothecary’s shop? Did not Lord Liverpool climb up to 
greatness, from his father’s shoulders, out of the repository of 
a travelling bookseller? Did not the Lord Chancellor climb to 
greatness, by the lielp of a ladder of coal barges? Did not 
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the Lord Chief Justice climb to greatness by the original aid of 
well-manufactured perukes? Nay, did not the Right Honour- 
able George Canning, now Secretary of State for the Foreign 
Department, and many others who have risen so high as to 
have forgotten from whence they came, rise to greatness from 
absolutely nothing? Is it not, then, preposterous to teach 
children such absurd and fallacious creeds? Or does the text 
mean, that ¢f they continue to be good, they are “ not likely te 
‘be great?” This may be érue; but it is hardly policy to 
proclaim it. For when the children hear that certain aldermen, 
and others, are actually become great, who seemed destined to 
tread ‘the “ lowly path,” they may not think so highly of their 
goodness, nor quite so much of the value of goodness, as it 
might be wished they should do. 

The idea of labour sweetening “ plain repast,” is very good, but 
hardly intelligible. Labour sweetens any repast; but for a 
hard dumpling, a little sugar, or treacle, would be quite as 
agreeable, even to “ lowly minds /”’—and even peace, though 
a very comfortable thing, with plenty to recommend it, is not 
a very certain composer of a good appetite, which labour is 
more likely to sharpen than to sweeten its food. 

The end of all this is put into language rather too plain in the 
last verse; in which the poor children are directly told, that 
while they work hard, eat little, and confine all their hopes to 
the next world, the patrons will rejoice ; and with reason too, 
that all the good things of this world are left to their undisturb. 
ed enjoyment! This is the way in which the poor are to be 
*‘ brought to knowledge ;” and a very comfortable way indeed, 
only that a very slight degree of knowledge would instruct them 
better, and teach them that their labour was intended to pur, 
chase honest enjoyment, as well as painful privations ; and that 
they were authorised to climb as high as they could, by the fair 
exercise of their faculties, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


a 


From the Black Dwarfin London to the Yellow Bonze 
¥at Japan. 


= 


FOLLY AND RIDICUL’ US NATURE OF PERSECUTION. 
Respected Friend, 

Nothing would be so whimsical as law, if 
it were not so fatal in its effects. [t is, in itself, the drollest thing 
in the world ; and the laughing philosopher would have been 
fairly killed by the effects of the ridicule it would be calculat- 
ed to provoke, if the sufferings of its victims did not sadden 
the scene, by the introduction of indescribable misery and _pri- 
vation. One of the leading principles that I have ever felt it 
my duty to advocate, is that neither opinion, nor the promu!- 
gation of opinion, forms any justifiable ground for the prosecu- 
tion of the individual. This is a principle that I can never 
abandon but with life;—for once admit that one man is answera~ 
ble to another for the nature of his opinions, or for the mode 
of expressing them, and there is an end of all liberty of speech 
and even freedom of thought. Icare not how plausible the 
pretension is, nor how very little may be required. I will resist 
it altogether and with all my force. No manhas any right to 
ask of another to conform to opinions which he does not enter- 
tain, nor to suppress those which he does. Todo this, is to 

establish the basis on which all bastilles, and all inquisitions 
have been erected ;—and when the foundation is etfectually laid, 
the dungeon may be easily built, and its cells supplied with all 
the implements of torture, That the spirit and information of the 
present aze force persecution to be satisfied with fine and im- 
prisonments, is no security that it will not hereafter have re- 
course, to torture,—to exile to legal murder —and all the infa- 
mous practices which made it hateful aad abominable in past 
periods :—and it is only by abolishing the power to persecute, 


Vol, 1X. No. 21. 
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that the spirit of persecution can he rendered harmless. Qf tts 
absolute folly, as well as of its detestable wickedness, we have 
as many proofs, a3 there are instances of its exercise. But 
the sufferings of its martyrs are not the less acute, or the less 
entitled to the commiseration of the humane, because persecu- 
tion has so generally defeated its own ends, and frustrated its 
malevolent purposes. The sufferings of the martyrs prepared 
the way for the triumph of the religious reformers; but the 
murders ere not the less abhorrent to our feelings, because 
they tended to shake the power of the murderers. Policy, 
aS well as honesty and humanity, should prevent any appear- 
ance of persecution :—and religious persecution, above all otliers, 
is peculiarly abhorrent :--for it is contrary to the very basis of 
all religions, which invariahly profess to teach those principles 
of humanity, which it is muchto be wished their votaries 
would be pleased to practice with a little more sincerity. 
Could persecution but see itself in the same light in which it ts 
viewed by others, the ridiculous aspect it wears on some occa- 
sions, would deter it from proceeding. IT will give thee some 
instances of tis, A WOMAN was accused of selling a libel on 
the Christian religion. She was brought before the tribunals, 


and proclaiming her disbelief in the faith which she was accus- 
ed of libelling, vindicaled the rights of every individual to fol- 
jow the dictates of his reason ti forming his opinion, and to 
proclaim that opinion when it wes formed. This was denied 
to her by a verdict of special jurors :—though the law grants 
all the privilege she claimed to more than half a million of 
Jews, who are tolerated by the law, in refusing to acknow- 


ledge the Christian faith, and in the belief of a creed 


which publicly proclaims him an impostor. With these 
nen, princes of the blood do not secruple to associate: 


-—and the very Judges, who sit in terrible judgment 
upon such offenders as this female, speak with respect of 
| Roam * t y i 7¢ s* ” 4 o. ape 

us body, though well aware of their hostility te Chiris- 
Pe 7 


Another body of individuals, having become 100 
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feumerous for persecution to cope with, have had an act of 
warliament passed, to enable them to preach publicly against 
that particular species of Christianity, which is said to be ‘‘ part 
and parcel of the law of the land.” They are called Unitarians, 
and they are specifically enabled, by an especial law made in 
their favour, to deny publicly the doctrine of the divinity of 
Christ ; while other men, by laws yet unrepealed, are liable to 
punishment by fine and imprisonntent for such denial! Thus 
one body is perinitted to deny an essential part of Christianity, 
as by law established ; and another body is permitted to deny 
it altogether, as fraud and an imposture-~while a woman—a 
defenceless woman —is persecuted for not believing any more 
of Christianity, than is believed by the whole of the Jewish 
nation. On her trial, she made a defence that admitted of ne 
reply; for if the tribunals havea right to proscribe any opinion, 
they have aright to proscribe ail opinions!—a point which 
cannot be conceded, and which even the judges will not yenture 
to clam. And as to the mede in which opinions are expressed 
the legal tribunals have nothing to do with it. If the righé 
exists, the mode of exercising the right belongs entirely to the 
party possessing the right to determine. The jury, however, 
found her guiity; and last week site was brought up for judg- 
ment, when the following curious scene occurred. The detai! 
is copied firom the journals: — 
THE KING V, SUSANNAH WRIGHT. 

Mr. Gurney moved for the judgment of the Court oa this de- 
fendant, who was convicted of publishing a blasphemous libel in 
the Republican, on the prosecution of the Society for the Suppres- 
sion of Vice. Mrs. Wright redd a paper, showing she ought to 
receive 00 punishment at ali:—she urged that the priaciples on 
which the Court were called on to punish her, were the same on 
which Jesus were put to death. He, indeed, was not tried by a 
Jury ; but her Jury was of ti tle avail, for one of them was so ig- 
norant, that he mistook an argument in support of Christianity, 
for blasphemy against it. She had no affidavits to file—no bundle 
ef oaths to produce on her behalf, fike the defendants who usually 
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eame to deprecate the penalties which the Court bad power 
to inflict. What was the Christianity which the was charg- 
ed with attacking, but a system that was undefinable and uncer- 
tain. The Chief Justice said, the Court would not periit any 
one to revile the Christian religion. Mrs. Wright said, she was 
there for the purpose of delivering her sentiments, and she would 
deliver them.—Mr. Justice Bayley. No, you are not here for the 
purpose of delivering your sentiments, but of urging such matter 
in mitigation of punishment as is right aod proper for the Court to 
hear. The defendant proceeded to read part of the indictment 
which conduced “ to the great displeasure of Almighty God, and 
against the King’s peace.” She would not believe that her prose- 
tors knew any more of the will of the Almighty, whose name they 
thus used, than she did. And as to the Chief Magistrate of these 
realnis, she was sure nothing against religion would affeet his 
peace.—The Chief Justice. We will not permit you thus to make 
your address to the Court the vehicle of libels on individuals and 
attacks on the religion of the country. The defendant continued 
to read her paper, without seeming to hear the observations ad- 
dressed to her, and proceeded to characterize the prosecution 
against her as the worst of practical blasphemics.—The Chief Jus- 
tice. Will you condescend to attend for a moment on me? There 
appears to be a great deal of matter in the paper you are reading, 
of a highly objectionable character. If you think fit, the Court 
will give you an opportunity of reforming it, and coming up ona 
future day to urge topics which, as Judges, aud as Christians, we 
can allow ourselves to hear, The defendant said, I only wish you 
would allow me toproceed- Mr. Justice Bayley begged of defend- 
ant to pause before she rejected the offer made by his Lordship. 
Mrs. Wright then said, that unless the 39 articleswere taken as 
the standard of Christianity, it was not fixed at all; and if they 
were so taken, then all persons who dissented from those articles, 
and to whom toleration was extended, were offenders against it. 
She then alluded to the cbanges of religion contended to be part 
of the law, as proofs that it could not be so regarded,when—Mr. 
Gurney submitted, that if a course like that which was taken were 
permitied, any defendant might occupy the court with various ir- 
relevant matters, and consume a whole term before judgment,— 
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The defendant. Ido not wish to consume a term, Mr. Gurney, I 
wish to read this paper, and 1 willread it; nothing but absolute 
force shall prevent me. The defendant went on to argue on the 39 
articles, as the only legal standard of Christianity with which she 
was acquainted. She proceeded to describe the first of them re- 
lating to the spiritual nature of God and the Trinity, as impossible 
and absurd.—The Lord Chief Justice azain interposed, and said 
he could not permit her to arraign the doctrine of the Trinity in 
that court.—The defendent. You are paid to hear me, and you 
must hear me.—The Lord Chief Justise. We cannot and must 
not hear any thing libellous on individuals, or defamatory of reii- 
gion ; all else we will readily hear.—The defendant proceeded 
among other interruptions to read matter reflecting on the Chris. 
tian system. At length the Lord Chief Justice said, if you wiil not 
attend to me you will leave us no option, but either to pass judg- 
ment on you at once, or to order you to be brought up on another 
day, when you may become better advised how to address us.— 
The defendant replied, that she would read the whole of her 
paper, unless prevented by main force.—The Lord Chief Justice, 
after consulting with the other Judges, said, “ let the’ defendant 
be committed to Newgate until the fourth day of next term, and 
let her then be brought up again to receive judgment-’—The de. 
fendant made no reply, but asked for her child, which was in the 
arms of a person near her.—As she was leaving the court, Mr, 
Gurney rose and said, th.t the obvious desire of this proceeding 
was nol mearly to insult the ears of the court, but to obtain a pre- 
text for publishing the whole of the offensive address, It was 
right, therefore, that the instigators of the defendant should know 
that if they dared to publish: the address, the pretext that it had 
been partly read would afford them no protection.—The Lord 
Chief Justice.—If any one publishes it, he willdo su at his peril. 
~The defendant then withdrew, smiling and saying, “ You may 
make what order you please—I will pay noattention to it.” ‘ 


How very little of the dignity which ought to mark the cha- 
racter of a legal tribunal is to be found in this proceeding. It is 
quite clear that this female had as much right, (to say nothing 
of the reason) to dispute the truth of Christianity, as the Pro- 
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testant had to dispute the infallibility of the Pope, and the pra- 
priety of the Cathclic interpretation of the scriptures. Yet 
the Judges, who, as Protestants, would defend the exercise of 
individual judgment against what they call Catholic errors, do 
not hesitate to apply penal laws to the punishment of those 
who arraign what the parties deem Protestant errors! How 
absurdly inconsistent is all this! Oftea have I admired thee, 
my yellow friend, when I have heard thee candidly admit that 
there were moments of reflection when thou wert prompted by 
thy conscience, and thy feelings to confess, that all the modes 
of faith were as likely to be wrong, as that any given one 
among the number should be right; and that the best evidence 
of the truth of any religion, was the forbearance its votaries 
evinced towards others! This female has been punished, be- 
cause she could not agree that her persecutors were in the 
right. Aud in what mode has she been punished? In a way 
contrary to ali the known principles of ihe law of the 
land. Without accusation, without trial, without the 
infervention even of a special jury, stie has been com- 
mitted to one of the worst prisons in the kingdom, for 
some weeks; because she could not shape her ideas, and con- 
form her belief, to the legal doctrine laid down by the Judges. 
She is then to be brought up to receive judgment. Why was 
it not pronounced at once? Why is this additional punish- 
ment inflicted? Or why should the Court refuse to hear any 
thing? The defendant, to shew that she merited no punish. 
ment, was arguing the question upon which she had been con- 
victed. How could this be irrevelant? Besides, if an ofience 
were commilted, it might form the subject of a fresh indict- 
ment, and further punishment: but not without trial and COs 
viction. Suppose a defendant, brought up tor judgment were 
to shoot one of the four Judges, would the remaining three 
have the power of ordering the offender to be hanged, without 
due trial? Certainly they would not; nor, in any case, ought 
they to presume to punish individuals, except upon the verdict 
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of a Jury! How weak appears dhe reasoning of the Court ! 
An act of the legislature has declared that the doctrine of the 
Trinity may be legally denied; and yet the Lord Chief Justice, 
who must know of the existence of this law, refuses to permit 
‘hat doctrine to be inpugued, before a public tribunal! A va- 
riety of Unitarian preachers, highly respected in society, are 
continually disseminating the duoctiine through the pulpit, and 
ate authorised by law so to do; and yet the Courts of Law will 
not hear that doctrine advanced. There must be something 
wrong in this inconsistency, whicli is by no means calculated to 
serve Christianity. The mere fact of the Protestant Christiau 
world, or any legal portion of if, prosecuting a woman for 
daring to dispute its tenets, is absolutely monstrous :—and-if it 
were desired to introduce the age of unbelief, tis ts the best 
means of ushering ition. The Government and Religion, “ as 
“ by law established,” in arms against a woman! Oli! fie! 
fie! fie! The Christian Religion to be confessed, by its legal 
partizans, to be endangered by the hostility of Mrs. Susannala 
Wright! Then the millions paid annually for its propagation, 
and its elucidation. are paid to very little purpose.” 

There is another, though a less striking stance of the bur- 
lesque of these prosecutions, in the case of Watidington, which 
deserves preservation. The Chief Justice seemed to think this 
individual mad, when he made his defence !—and mad, mone 
sense, he certainly was, torisk himself by coping with the law. 
But the maddest personages on this occasion were his. prose- 
cutors. Juries may be found to convict Deists, as fast as 
Turks could be found to convict Christians. A Turkish judge 
would hear nothing said against the divine mission of Mahomet, 
He would not be insulted with any argument upon the matter. 
Born a Mussulman, he would uphold the religion “ as by law 
established.” But what end would all this answer: Why, 
Mahometanism would keep its ground, while the Judge had 
ihe janissaries at his back, and not a moment longer. Mr, 


Waddington has been sent to prison for twelve months: Te 
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what end, 1 would ask? What will christianitygain by it? Only 
the reputation of seeking to maintain itself by means which 
Paganism despised too much to think of adopting. I send thee 
also a record of lis case, that thou mayest see how religion, 
‘‘as established by law,” is supported in the tribunals. It is 
worth the perusal, were it only toshow how strong the weak, 
and how weak the strong can be, when the latter lose sight of 


principle, and consign the helm te the care of interest and 


pssion. 
THE KING V. WADDINGTON, 


The Solicitor General now moved for the judgment of the Court 
on the defendant. The Lord Chief Justice read his notes of the 
trial. An affidavit of the defendant was then read. It stated that 
"he defendant believed he ought to have been tried by a Petty, in- 
stead of a Spevial Jury, because Mr. Justice Blackstone said that 
informations were so to be tried; that the verdict was contrary to 
law; that the Lord Chief Justice told the Jury that it was a libel 
to deny the divinity of Jesus Christ, though there was a specific 
Act of Parliament allowing Unitarian Christians publicly to deny 
it; aud that two of the witnesses for the prosecution, Purton and 
Smith, had made statements inconsistent with each other. The 
Lord Chief Justice explained, that the words “ Petty Jury,” ased 
by Mr. Justice Blackstone, was not opposed to * Special Jury,” 
but to ** Grand Jury.’? A Special Jury is in effect a Petty Jury. 
The meaning of the passage was, that though informations were 
filed without the intervention of a Jury, yet they must ultimately 
be tried by Jury, like indictments. The defendant urged that 
Special Juries were intended for the trial of great mercantile ques- 
tions, to the decision of which Common Juries might be inade- 
quate, and not for the trial of offences. His trial had been delayed 
by iustituting the prosecution in that Court, instead of the sessions, 
and he had been detained in Newgate. He again argued that the 
statule was never intended to apply to cases of misdemeanour. He 
then urged that the evidence against him did not, even if believed 
charge him with selling the work ; that the witnesses contradicted 
each other; and that, if he were allowed, he could show by a plan 
of the premises, that the testimony of the witness who deposed to 
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seeing him through the key-hole, must of uecessity be false. The 
Court then was of opinion, there was no foundation for a new trial, 
and asked the defendant if he had any thing to urge in miti- 
gation of punishment.—Mr. Waddington then took a small Bible 
from his pocket and began to address the Judges. He said that he 
stood now before them to receive their sentence, but they must 
one day appear before the God of the universe to answer for 
what they would this day do. Then, when the great book of 
crimes should be opened, they might find they had sold the righ- 
teous man, and oppressed the poor, and might bear passed on them 
the awful sentence ‘* Depart ye wicked, into everlasting fire pre- 
pared for the Devil and his angels.”” Those who now sat in high 
places might then call on the mountains to fall on them, and 
the rocks to cover them from the wrath of an unerring Judge. 
Far be it from him to say, that they might not depart from evil and 
be forgiven ; but if they proceeded in their present course, they 
would be brought to condign punishment in the world to 
come. If he had the powers of Demosthenes, he should re- 
quire them all to set forth the injustice done him.—The 
Lord Chief Justice. We must not suffer ourselves to be insulted. 
—The defendant continued. These prosecutions would make at 
last a nation of Deists; for they sharpened curiosity so mach, 
that the work indicted had sold with astonishing rapidity since it 
was prosecuted and was out of print in a few days. For him- 
self he now waited for the sentence that the Court might pass oc 
him, satisfied that he should obtain that justice hereafter, which 
was denied him here. The Judges consulted together for some 
minutes, after which Mr. Justice Bayley sentenced him to be 
imprisoned in the House of Correction in Coldbath-fields for one 
year, aud at the expiration of that time should give security for 
his good behaviour for five years, himself in 1001, and two sure- 
ties in 501. each.—The defendant asked if he might not be 
permitted to see his friends?—Mr. Justice Bayley informed 
him that the Court could make no order, as the prison was 
under the direction of the magistrates.—The defendant then 
left the Court with an intimation that he would acknowledge 


the justice of his sentence when the Bishop of Clogber was 
brought to pnuishment. 
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With the case of Mr. Dolby thou art already familiar. He is 
not accused as an unbeliever in the religion as established by 
law ; but as a libeller of the conutitution as by law established. 
But the proceedings are equally important, as they result also 
from the persecution of party spirit. ‘Those political botchers, 
the Bridge-street Gang, have undertaken to purge him of his 
disloyal principles :— and if — his wife, ruiuing his busi- 
ness, and picking his pocket, could effect their purpose, it would 





be accomplished. There, is, however, something stubbornly 
inflexible in the composition of au bonest man, upon which per- 
secution never makes any impression in its own favour; and 
though convicted, through the convenient agency of special 
juries, heis not yet intimidated. Nay, lie is even disputing the 
verdict ; and though probably aware he will 10 succeed in set- 
ting it aside, he will at least expose the means by which it was 
gained ;—and as every thing relating to such affairs may hereaf- 
ter be of great interest, IT shall not apologize for giving an 
account of the proceedings in his case: for which there is the 
more reason, as they form another admirable lesson on the 
mode of packing special juries in England, 

THE KING V. DOLBY. 

Mr. Evans moved for a rule to shew cause why the defendant 
should not have a new trial. The Corvner, to whom the Jury 
process was directed in consequence of the partiality of the 
sheriff, had written letters to iadividuals requesting them to be in 
court, that he might return them as talesmen, in case a full 
special jury should not appear. ‘This conduct was of dangerous 
precedent, aud in express contradictioa to the design of the legis- 
lature, By the 42d Edward !Il. c. Uf it was enacted, © That no 
inquest except assizes and deliverance of Gaols, be taken at the 
suit of any, before that the names of all them that shall pass 
in the inquests be returned iato Court.’ In 2 Hawkin’s Pleas 
of the Crown, 577, it was laid down thit this act extends to 
criminal cases as well as civil, and to Jurers returned ona fales as 
well as those on the principal panel. Ali beuefit designed by this 
statute, and by olhers would be defeated if a practice of sclecting 
were suflered to provalhe-Justice Bayley. Your vbjcclion is, that 
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the officer has summoned the circumstantes instead of leaving 
them to be taken from these accidentally present in court. Are 
you aware that at the assizes, it is the practice to summon a nuim- 
ber, and toreturn them instanier, when wanted on the panels ?— 
Mr. Evans said he was aware of this, but in cases of felony there 
was little ground to fear partiality in the officer, and the subject 
was surrounded by other protections, especially the right of pe- 
remptory chailenge. But he must insist that the tales de circum- 
stantibus ought, from its very name, to be taken from any who 
were present by mere chance.—Justice Bayley. No; not from any 
present by mere chance. Suppose the officer should return a mau 
not qualified to serve un a Jury, may you not question him on his 
qualification, and if he be found not qualified, can he serve 2—Mr. 
Evans agreed, but submitted, though none who were unqualified 
could serve, the qualified persons could only be taken from those 
accidentally present.—-Justice Bayley. Are you not aware that io 
ordinary cases, the Sheriff always takes the talesmen from the pa- 
nels of Jurors summoned to serve in otber causes ?—Mr. Evans 
replied, this was by express provision of the 7 and 8 William III. 
c. 32. If the tales of bystanders could be taken out of parties as- 
sembled by previous summons, the Jury would be a Packed Jury. 
Justice Bayley. Yes; packed in one sense, but not in an invidious 
sense: they are called ta be in attendance, but it is by an indifferent 
officer.—Mr. Evans. I use the word in its worst sense, and as such 
{ urge it on the Court.—Chief Justice. I know you do; but we 
are not to presuine that officers will abuse their power to injustice- 
—Mr. Evans. Certainly not in the case of a charge against an in- 
dividual officer. But when you are reasoning on general princi- 
ples—when you are laying down arule which may govern ages, 
you ought to presume that men entrusted with power may abuse if, 
The Legislature have always acted on this presumption, in the pro- 
visions they have made on this very subject :—the 7th and 8th of 
William IIl., which was passed to remedy the inconveniencies found 
from the statutes relative to the ¢ales de circumstanitbus, procecds 
on the very supposition now so unfashionable—that officers eu- 
trusted with power may abuse it :—if the officer was right in issuing 
these summonses, he must have puwer to enforce them. But he 
has none: any of the persyns may put bis lettcr into the fire, and 
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laugh at him:—and is he then to send to his personal fricads, to 
beg as a favour that they will give him their attendance on a par- 
ticular trial? Such a practice would necessarily lead to abuses. 
The Coroner might actually repeat the attendance of one of the 
Special Jury panel whom the defendant had struck out; or he 
might at least return some one whom the defendant would have 
Struck out of all others, had he been included in {he panel.—-Jus- 
tice Bayley. Does not the Coroner take an oath for the impartial 
discharge of his duties? And is it not rather harsh to suggest be 
would be guilty of such an abuse ?—Justice Best. Yes; and espe- 
cially as the Coroner is chosen by the frecholders of the county at 
large. Shall we presume that they willelect a person capable of 
such wicked practices ?—Mr. Evans, No, my Lord, I think not 
wicked. While human nature is constituted as it is, a man’s poli- 
tical feelings will unconsciously influence actions where they should 
not interfere. And though it is now the fashionable doctrine that 
persons in power can dono wrong.—Chief Justice. (laughing) No, 
that is not the doctrine recognized here, but the people think they 
can do no right.—Mr. Evans. That is about the thing. In this case 
against the Coroner we charge nothing ; but say, that such a power 
may in political cases be entirely subversive of that protection 
which the statutes intended to give to the subject; and that, 
should the Court uphold it, their decision will tend greatly to 
shake public confidence in the administration of justice. In this 
case there was nothing to prevent the Coroner from taking the 
talesmen from the panels of common jurors.—Chief Justice. Yes ; 
because those panels are returned by the sheriff; and the sheriff 
was interested in the cause ; you might therefore have raised a 
very strong objection to such a proceeding.—Mr. Evans. No, my 
Jord ; because, though interested in this case, he was not interest- 
cd in the causes upon which they were returned to serve.—Jus_ 
tice Bailey. But might it not be said, that the sheriff, aware that 
a great political cause was to be tried, and also aware that the 
talesmen would be taken from the common panels, would take 
care that the juries returned on these panels had a bias towards that 
party whom he wished to prevail ?*——Chief Justice. There can be 
little doubt that the objection would have been raised had this 
course been taken ; and I think it would have been hard to answer 
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it.*—Mr. Evans said, the supposition was not very material; and 
he would proceed to his second point. There was a principal jury 
summoned ; two of that jury appeared : and instead of a writ of 
decem tales to complete that jury, there was another principal jury 
directed to come. Thus there were two veneres, which was holden 
in Croke James, 547, and in 2 Rolls’ Abridgment, 669, to be bad. 
The special jury process did not appear at all on the rccord, and 
therefore could not furnish ground fora writ of error; but the 
objection being taken at the proper time was a ground for motiou 
for a new trial. Now, since the case of th: ‘ King v Edmunds’ had 
decided that no challenge to the array of the special jury could be 
made, for any partiality of the sheriff.—Justice Holroyd. That it 
was not ground of challenge at the trial; but not that it might not 
furnish ground of an application to the court to cause the process 
to be directed to another officer.—Mr. Evans. But the subject is 
not to be driven to apply to the Court.—Justice Bailey. The caso 
of the ‘ King v. Edmunds’ was essentially different from this ; 
there was no suggestion there that the sheriff was a party; but 
merely that he had omitted to summons some individuals who 
might have served on the jury.—Mr- Evans was not prepared to 
supportthe ‘ King w Edmunds,’ but was sure, the principle which 
ran through that case, and on which its decision rested, was, that 
that no challenge would lie to the array of the special jury for any 
partiality of the sheriff. The subject was not to be compelled to 
apply to the Court, to try his cause on affidavit—to forego that 
viva voce examination of witnesses, in the face of the world, 
which was so conducive ty public justice and public freedom, 
The prosecutors in this case were not parties in whese favour 
the Court would relax any rule of law, They were a society of 
persons who subscribed their money for the prosecution of political 
offences. In 26 Henry VI‘ it was laid down by Mr. Justice Newton, 
that if one man incited avother to prefer an indictment, it would 
be maintenance. This prosecution was carried on by those who 
came within the principle of this remark—by persons who did 





ie 
——_— 


* Both Mr. Justice Bailey and the Chief Justice are here in error. 
The Sheriff, to have filled the pannel to such purposes, must have devi- 
ated from the routine that regulates his snmmoning. This would have 
been known, and therefore would nct have been hazarded. 
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not prosecute for the public good, but to the public injury, for 
their association was altogether a party engine; and if another 
association should be fcrimed by the opposite party to couater- 
balance it, the worst consequences would follow. These were the 
points he had to urge; they were novel, and they were of the 
highest importance to the public liberty and peace.—The Lord 
Chief Justice after consulting the other Judges, said, it is of the 
highest importance that every measure connected with trial by 
jury, should be conducted in the fairest manner. In this view we 


think Mr. Evans may take a rule to show cause. 

Now, my friend, | must take my leave of thee for the pre- 
sent. Do not forget the Chief Justice’s Zaughter at the idea of 
the people that ‘men in power could do no right.” It is an 
excellent commentary on the indifference with which they so 
often do wrong. I remain, 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF, 








—_ 


A Greek poet to his countrymen, before the commencement ef 
the present contest between the Greeks and their oppressors. 





Men of Greece awake to glory ! 
Long—too long, has been your sleep! 
Think of those in ancient story ; 
When will you such laurels reap ? 
When shall hist’ry have to tell, 
You bravely fought—you nobly fell ! 


Have you forgot Thermopyle ? 

Have vou forgotien Marathon ? 
Shine not their gi ories briliiantiy 

As in the days those deeds were done ? 
Which kept a host of slaves in check, 
Then bow'd their haughty master’s neck } 


Have you not limbs as strong as they, 
Who routed Xerxes’s countiess hordes ? 
And shall your tyrants smile and say, 
You ‘ve fainter hearts or duller swords? 
Oh! wipe away the shameful stain ;— 
Ye sons of Greece, be Greens again! 


To arms! to arms! raise loud the cry 
From hili to hill—from shore to shore; 
Resolve tu conquer or to die, 
And slav’ry suon shall be no more; 
The rod shall quit the tyrant’s hand, 
And Greece again be Freedom’s land! 
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A MONODY. 


BY THE PHANTON OF COCK ROBIN. 





What killed poor Derry? 
Public opinion, 
His cursed dominion, 
Had grown out of fashion, 
And so in a passion, 

His throat cut poor Derry. 


Who mourned his fall ? 
The gang at Verona, 
Who held him in honour, 
Man’s rights born to trample, 
Lets hope his example, 
They'll soon follow, all. 


Who made his coffin? 
ld Johnny Eldon, 
Of course it was well done, 
With his saws and his deg? 
Of doubt—and his seal 
Wasa plate for the coffin. 


Who made his shroud? 
Old Nick—nim I mean, 
The Exchequer machine, 
With some Threadneedle rags, 
And a lot of old Bags, 

Soon made hima shroud. 


Who finished the cap ? 
Treland—and rich 
Twas embroidered with pitcl:, 
One of those which of yore, lhe 
Prescribed for her glory, 

And this was his cap. - 

What was his pillow? 
A. B. C.’s depositions, 
Old Sid the physician’s, 
Famed circular tracts, : 
Rolled up in Six Acts, 

Oh! sweet downy pillow, 


Where lies he now ? 
He lies very mgh 
Where he died former/ye, 
In Westminster Abbey, 
Which clergymen shabby, 
Let out for a show. 








THE BLACK DWARP-. 















































Whio’s got his place ? 
A jackanapes merry, 
Whose rupture with Derry, 
Once forced him to wince, 
Though he’s laughed at one since, 
And now he’s in place. | 


Who gave cheers three | 
Or: the grave’s yawning verge? 
John Bull—for a dirge. 

And when Satan’s mess-pot, 
Receives the NEXT despot, 
He’ll give three times three ! 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr. L_ewis acknowledges the receipt of £10 from the Nottingham 
Permanent Fund. Mr. Maddocks acknowledges the receipt of 
£1 10s from the Birmingham Patriot’s Friend Society, through 
the hands of Mr. Lakin. : 

Mr. Davison desires us to acknowledge the receipt of £2 
from the Nottingham Union on the 24 udé.; also £2 on the 15th 
inst, £1 from the Lynn Union on the 8th inst,, and £1 from a 
Friend in London, 

Workinc or tHe Systew.—A Carlisle paper tells us that 
Thomas Irving, a farmer at Fenton, about eight miles east 
of Carlisle, put a period to his existence by suspending himself 
from the branch of a tree,to which it adds, rather oddly, that he 
was rather a weak-minded man, and had of late been ina low and 
desponding state, complaining heavily of the depressed state of 
the times, and apprehensive that he and his family would be 
reduced to indigence. Pray was he more weak minded than 
Castlereagh ? Come, come, Mr. Editor, the depressed state of 
the times” will produce more of thesa, marks of insanity, upon 
the strongest minds than you are aware of. 

A “Citizen of Canterbury” must not be surprised to find “ the creature 
at his dirty work again ;” though we cannot but think it very stupid 
of the Reverend Dean A , totake up the old cant about blas- 
phemy, and irreligion stalking abroad, after the exposure of the prac- 
tices of that pillar of the church, and son of the faith, the Bishop of 
Clogher! Certainly he did not learn his religion from the seditious 
and blasphemous publications!—as he was one of the “ old tie-wig 
*¢ orthodox school,’’ as Terry o’ Rourke has it ; and was, besides, as 
loyal as heart could wish, tothe last moment:—aye, and as religious 
too, for the watch-house keeper found him always on his knees, in the 
cell—thongh we suspect his sorrow was something of the same nature 
with that of the thief—not for bis crimes, but because he was caught 
in them. Dean A——— had really better be quiet. His letter, in 
which he treats so lightly about poisoning ale-drimkers, is not yet 
forgotten. He has no occasion to make himself more — than he 
is already. He stands on the pedestal of folly, and cannot 
wellbe raised higher—but heshould remember he may be blown off, 
and the fall might neither mend his appetite, nor be the means of 
satisfying it. ¥ 
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